


CHAIRMAN'S COLUMN

All Signs Point Up
For RV Industry

Join Committee Week to Chart Future Course
By Bob Parish, RVIA Chairman of the Board

s I write this, first quarter RV shipments are hot off the press
and judging from the numbers, we’re off to a strong start
surpassing last year’s same period shipments and setting an all-time
record for the month of March. Looking ahead, the RV market
is expected to continue tracking upward in 2017, albeit at a more
moderated pace, with shipments predicted to jump 3.5 percent and
reach 445,700 units by year end.

But numbers aren’t the only indicator of a robust industry. Your
organization has been hard at work promoting, protecting and edu-
cating the RV industry on multiple fronts in order to help it reach
even greater heights.

While you’ll read more about our activities in this issue, here’s a
dashboard view of progress during the opening stretch of the year:

* Moving the Needle on Safety & Standards: Helping members
stay up to speed on the latest safety, standards and code require-
ments is a big job. RVIA hosted several seminars and meetings
to review the most recent rules, regulations and code changes
that affect the RV industry and reached agreement on RV stan-
dards that will go into effect June 1, with mandatory enforce-
ment September 1. Next step: in field training and education.

* Ramping Up Advocacy: Our great outdoors became a unifying
force as RVIA and other members of the Outdoor Recreation
Industry Roundtable recently joined officials from the Department
of the Interior and the U.S. Forest Service to discuss how to
improve the visitor experiences on America’s public land and
waters. Our collaborative efforts are bringing to life Henry
Ford’s well-spoken words: “Coming together is a beginning.
Keeping together is progress. Working together is success.”

* Powering the RV Lifestyle: From Go RVing’s accelerated mar-
keting efforts, including experiential events and advertising, to
influential media coverage and new surveys to understand why
people RV, all systems are go as the team heavily promotes the
benefits of RV ownership to wider and more diverse audiences.
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Meanwhile, RVIA is preparing for our annual Committee Week,
taking place June 4 - 8 at The Mayflower Hotel in Washington,
D.C. This is our opportunity to come together to prioritize our areas
of strategic focus and shape the future of the RV industry.

Advocacy Day is a key part of the week’s events as we head to
Capitol Hill to drive home the importance of the RV industry and
its annual $50 billion contribution to the U.S. economy to Members
of Congress. This year it is more important than ever to get in front
of the new Congress and the Trump Administration during the vital
six-month window of time when national policies affecting the next
four years are written and policy agendas are outlined.

Your participation, talent and expertise are imperative to the long-
term success of the association and I personally encourage you to
come to D.C. and make your voice heard, both in committee meet-
ings and in offices on Capitol Hill.

RVIA is continuing its process of self-examination to align the
entire organization around strategic priorities that allow us to achieve
our mission. We know that while we’re speeding along the highway
of growth, we must watch for stress points that could impact the
journey. And that’s just what we’ll do during Committee Week.
We'll take time to review where we’ve been and get clear directions
for where we’re headed. We'll draft the roadmap for our future and
beyond.

I look forward to seeing you in Washington, D.C.
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Must-Attend Event:
RVIA Committee Week,

June 4-8, Washington, D.C.

CommitteeWeek,asde ned by
attendeesis oneof the most
important functionsfor the entire
associationan opportunity to
interact with colleaguesaddress
iIssuegnd ne tune messagesgisit
Capital Hill for facetime with key
representativegnd ultimately
setthe coursdor thefuture of the
organizationand theindustry.

Bottomline, it's a mustattend event.

This year’s gathering takes place Sunday,
June 4 through Thursday, June 8 at the
world-class Mayflower Hotel in Washington,
D.C. Listed as a Historical Hotel of America
with the National Registry of Historic Places;
The Mayflower is considered “Washington’s
Second Best Address.” It will serve as head-
quarters for the five-day event that includes
committee meetings, luncheons and recep-
tions with prominent speakers and multiple
networking opportunities as leaders across the
industry join forces to review progress, prior-
itize areas of strategic focus for RVIA and set
plans for the upcoming fiscal year.

In addition to a full-slate of committee
meetings, event highlights include:

* A Capitol Evening Reception & Dinner:
Following a busy day of discussions, guests
will enjoy the panoramic views of our
nation’s capital atop the Observatory at
America’s Square as they dine and listen to
a special speaker on Tuesday evening.

¢ Capitol Hill Advocacy Day: On Wednes-
day, RVIA members will visit Capitol Hill
to meet with elected officials and their staff
to forge relationships, discuss critical issues
and tout the economic impact of the RV
industry. Guides will meet up with partici-
pants during the Advocacy Day continental
breakfast at the hotel before heading out.

* RV House and Senate Caucus Reception:
The activism will carry into Wednesday
evening as members join special guests
from the U.S. House of Representatives,

U.S. Senate, Capitol Hill staff, government
agencies and allied trade associations to
raise awareness about RV travel and camp-
ing. The soiree will be held in the Rayburn
Foyer on Capitol Hill. Organized over the
past three years, the House and Senate RV
Caucuses educate members of Congress on
the value of the RV lifestyle, highlight the
economic benefit the RV market provides
and find common ground on matters of
concern to the RV industry.

* Networking Events: The opening Welcome

Reception and Joint-Committee Luncheons
will provide committee week participants
the opportunity to establish, renew and
build upon the relationships critical to
business success. At Monday’s luncheon,
RVIA President Frank Hugelmeyer and
RVIA Chairman of the Board, Bob Parish
will tag team to offer an update on the state
of the industry and organization activities,
as well as a progress report on the strategic

plan. At press time, Tuesday’s luncheon
speaker was yet to be announced.

“When it comeso CommitteeWeek,
both giving and receivingare import-
ant components it is well worth
attendingand supporting.”

2016 Committee VWeek Enthusiast

Whether you're a seasoned participant or a
first time attendee, Committee Week is about
uniting people with similar positions and
businesses who share a passion for the RV
industry. If you have ideas to share regarding
the direction of the industry, and if you want
to receive inspiration from peers, come to
Committee Week. Your participation, talent
and expertise are instrumental to the ongoing
success of the association as RVIA continues
to examine strategic priorities and goals and
chart its future course.

Thank You to our Silver Level Sponsors

ERWIN HYMER GROUP

the leisure experience
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2017 Committee Week Washington, DC

Sunday, June 4

4:00 pm — 6:00 pm

Monday, June 5

Canadian Coalition Committee

7:00 am — 5:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm
12 noon — 1:30 pm
1:30 pm — 5:00 pm
1:30 pm — 5:00 pm
1:30 pm — 5:00 pm
6:00 pm — 7:30 pm

Tuesday, June 6

Registration

Public & Legislative Affairs Committee
Public Relations Committee

RVST Council

Supplier Committee

Joint Committee Luncheon

Go RVing Coalition

Lawyers’ Committee

Park Model RV Committee
Welcome Reception

8:00 am — 12:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm
12 noon — 1:30 pm

1:30 pm — 6:00 pm

2:00 pm — 5:00 pm

5:30 pm

6:00 p.m. — 9:00 pm

Market Information Committee

Trade Show & Events Committee

Joint Committee Luncheon

Executive Committee Meeting
Advocacy Day Training

Shuttle Pick-Up (Shuttles depart around
the corner at the Mayflower Hotel on
Desales Street)

A Capitol Evening at the Observatory at

America’s Square

Wednesday, June 7 - Capitol Hill Advocacy Day

7:00 am — 3:00 pm
7:00 am — 12:00 pm
8:00 am — 12:00 pm

Registration
Standards Steering Committee

Financial Services Committee

7:30 am — 9:00 am
9:00 am — 5:00 pm
5:00 pm — 7:00 pm

Thursday, June 8

Pre-Advocacy Breakfast

Advocacy Day Meetings — Capitol Hill
House and Senate RV Caucus Reception
Rayburn Foyer on Capitol Hill

8:00 am — 2:00 pm

Board of Directors’ Meeting

Designed for the way
you live.

Introducing the innovative
and a [ardable Top Mount
Refrigerator.

RIVERPARK

Authorized Distributor

riverparkinc.com
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«18or 21 cu. ft.

* Black Stainless Steel

* Flex-Zone ™ (Freezer convertible
to Fridge)

* Twin Cooling ™

» Pocket Handle, Reversible Door

5745227781



State Adminisiraiors Agree to
Code Changes and Enforcements

Mandatory Compliance Set for Sept. 1; Training Starts June 1

The RVIA Standards Department hosted
the State Administrators Meeting (SAM)

on April 6 to facilitate the transition of
adopted RV standards to the 2018 editions
of standards for the RV industry. State
Code Administrators from Nebraska and
Washington, along with Testing and Listing
Agency representatives and members of

the RVIA Standards Steering Committee
attended this important event.

The primary focus was to collectively
agree on all enforcement positions related to
the code changes within the 2018 editions
of NFPA 1192 (National Fire Protection

Association Standard on Recreational Vehicles),
and ANSI LV (American National Standards
Institute Standard for Low Voltage Systems
in Conversion and Recreational Vehicles) and
the 2017 edition of the NEC — Article 551
(the National Electrical Code Article provid-
ing requirements for RVs and RV parks).

All parties agreed to the code changes
and enforcements. Now, as approved by the
RVIA Board of Directors and recommended
at the last meeting of the Standards Steering
Committee, the industry will adopt and
begin using the new editions.

Transition Window

Beginning June 1, the Standards Department
will start educating RVIA RV-OEM mem-
bers on the respective code changes during
their normal inspections. Mandatory
enforcement starts on September 1, 2017.
This “transition window” from June 1 -
September 1 permits in field training and

education by the RVIA inspectors. It also
allows states additional time to approve
plans, and permits manufacturers to build
to either edition of the standard during this
time window.

Availability of New Standards and
Codes Handbooks

The 2017 NEC is published and available
through NFPA.org. The 2018 ANSI LV
standard and the respective 2018 RVIA RV
Handbook will be available from RVIA.org in
the publications store. The NFPA 1192 will be
published sometime in June and a Standards
News Bulletin will be posted on its availability.
A webinar to educate members on the changes
took place on May 17.

For additional information, contact
John-Vincent Nichols in RVIA’s Standards
Department at 571-217-2917, or jnichols@

rvia.org.

RVIA TODAY
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Taking Advocay to the Next Level

continued from page 1

backup, showing that the RV market con-
tributed $49.7 billion to the U.S. economy
in 2015 and provided 289,852 full-time jobs
to American workers.

Items on this year’s agenda include a push
for improving and modernizing national
parks, public lands and campgrounds and
several transportation initiatives, including
the potential of enacting an infrastructure bill
that includes a recreation title to support the
enhancement of American outdoor recreation
as a whole.

“The RV industry has an unprecedented
opportunity to work with the Trump White
House and the new administration to
advance our legislative agenda,” said RVIA
president Frank Hugelmeyer. “We urge you
to participate in Capital Hill Advocacy Day
and make your voice heard. Let’s continue to
make history for our industry and establish
new records in 2017.”

To help you prepare, RVIA is offering
training opportunities, including a workshop
with advocacy guru, Stephanie Vance, during
Committee Week on Tuesday, June 6. Visit
www.rvia.org/CHAD for more information.

House and Senate
RV Caucus Reception

Following a busy day on the Hill,

the awareness-raising will continue at
the House and Senate RV Caucus
Reception, from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. in
the Rayburn House Foyer. RVIA
members will join invited guests from
the U.S. House of Representatives, U.S.
Senate, Capitol Hill, government agen-
cies and allied trade associations to offer
additional insights into the RV industry,
RV travel and camping.

The House and Senate RV Caucuses
provide an important voice in Congress
as our industry continues to grow. They
support RV legislative and regulatory
causes and help find common ground on
matters of concern to the industry. And
they work diligently to educate members
of Congress on the RV lifestyle and
how it touches every state of the Union,
in manufacturing, sales, repair, rentals
and campgrounds and drives economic
growth across the country.

Our team of RV specialists have been helping dealers

and manufacturers navigate the industry terrain for more
than 35 years. Whether it’s maximizing working capital

or maintaining inventory levels — our innovative solutions
don’t stop there. Our proprietary analytical tools are helping
more and more dealers make faster, more informed decisions

in real-time.

When you work with Wells Fargo Commercial Distribution
Finance, you'll get more than just inventory financing.

You'll have peace of mind knowing you’ve chosen an

industry leader who'll help you chart a course for success —

not just today — but for years to come.

Still not convinced? Speak with a member of our team today.

1-800-289-4488

cdfwif.com/rvia

© 2017 Wells Fargo Commercial Distribution Finance. All rights reserved. Products
and services require credit approval. Wells Fargo Commercial Distribution Finance
is the trade name for certain inventory financing (floor planning) services of Wells
Fargo & Company and its subsidiaries.
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Survey Shows More RVer’s

Ready to Road Trip

Affordable, Flexible, Active Getaways are Top Reasons to Go RVing

Whether it’s an increased desire for more affordable and flexible
vacations or the benefits of active getaways, today’s recreation vehicle
owners intend to put their RVs to more use this year as they hit the
open road to spend time together and build memories.

The latest survey of RV owners by RVIA and Cvent finds that
83% plan to use their RVs more than, or as much as, they did last
year.

Affordability is a key reason for increased usage with 88% agreeing
that RVing is an affordable way to travel and 81% saying that RV
vacations cost less than other forms of travel even when fuel prices
are higher (88% said fuel prices will not affect their spring/summer
plans). Nearly 85% of respondents agree that traveling by RV can
save 25% or more over other types of travel.

Other top reasons for increased RV journeys include:

¢ Flexibility to take more mini-vacations (67%)
* Opportunity to enjoy outdoor activities and nature (59%)
* Chance to spend more quality time with family (52%), and

* Escape stress/pressure (48%)

Today’s RV buyer wants more — more technology,
more simplicity, more comfort and more support,
among other things. Truma knows this drill. Delivering
more of what RVers want has made Truma the leading
supplier for European RVs. And now, advanced Truma
products are becoming a key differentiator in North
American RVs. If you're looking for something special,
something different, something more — look for Truma.

(Truma

www.truma.net More comfort on the move
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Favorite RVing Activities

Being active is a major benefit of the RV lifestyle for both adults and
children. More than three quarters of the respondents said that they
and their children were more physically active during RV trips. In
order, here are some of their favorite things to do:

e Sightsee (78%) — especially natural sites and attractions
e Visit state or national parks (76%)

e Grill/cookout (74%)

¢ Visit historic sites (68%)

e Hike/walk (61%)

e Visit friends/family (56%)

e Attend festivals/fairs (47%)

¢ Fish (47%)

e Swim (46%)

While RVers seek an active, free-from-stress experience, it’s clear they
still want to take their electronic gadgets with them, including smart
phones (89%), laptops (71%), iPads or tablets (64%), GPS devices
(56%), e-readers (29%) and satellite TV systems (30%). No doubt
they’ll be posting pics and sharing stories and ideas using Facebook
(88%) and Pinterest (29%) as their go-to social media sites.

Not surprisingly, Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor
Day are the most prevalent trip times, although Father’s Day RV out-
ings are gaining in popularity, as well. When they venture out, 67% of
RVers bring a pet along. Most are dog people (93%); 14% bring cats.

Campgrounds continue to draw RVers. Favorite campground ame-
nities include WiFi (84%), pool (65%), cable TV (63%), and laundry
services (55%). Of those surveyed, 20% were destination or seasonal
campers (meaning they keep their RV parked at one campground for
a season or longer and use the RV at this one location specifically).
Of those who destination camp: 56% said they use a towable RV,
38% use a motorhome and 6% use park model RVs.

According to the survey, top reasons for purchasing an RV within
the past three years included:

¢ To see America (89%)

e Best way to travel (85%)

e To keep active (81%)

* Most affordable way to travel (71%), and

* Bargain pricing (68%)
Forty-four percent said they’re considering another RV purchase. Of
those potential buyers, 33% are considering a purchase within the
next year; and 39% in one to two years. Among those not considering
another purchase, 86% say they’re happy with their current RV.

The online survey of 421 RV owners was conducted by RVIA and
Cvent and has a margin of error of 4.8%.
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RV Shipments Maintain Momentum

The dictionary defines momentum as, “strength or force gained

by motion or by a series of events.” Strong and consistent gains in
RV shipments, stretching back to 2010 and reaching a crescendo in
2016 by setting the highest levels in four decades, are providing an
impressive momentum that is benefitting shipments in 2017.

According to RVIA’s survey of manufacturers, first quarter RV
wholesale shipments reached 120,866 units, up 11.7% over the
108,195 units shipped in the same three-month period last year.
Although it is still early, this momentum serves as the launching
point for another potential record run with overall shipments in line
for a 3.5% bump to 445,700 units.

Monthly shipments for March climbed to 47,579 units, an
increase of 20.7% over the February monthly total and of 16.8% over
the March 2016 tally of 40,740 units. This represents the highest
monthly total ever for shipments on comparable record.

All towable RVs, led by conventional travel trailers, reached a
total of 41,766 units for the month, up 16.8% over the 35,763 units
shipped in March 2016. Motorhome shipments also were up 16.8%
for the month at 5,813 units, compared to 4,977 units last March.
In addition, park model RV shipments enjoyed steady growth with
1,033 units shipped in the first quarter, up 10 percent from the first
quarter last year.

“While there are economic and political uncertainties that could
impact the outlook for positive growth in RV shipments, current
conditions remain positive,” said RVIA president, Frank Hugelmeyer.
“Looking out over the remainder of the year, we see increased pro-
duction capacity and strong orders as RVing continues to grow as
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a consumer lifestyle choice, particularly among younger and more
diverse buying groups. In addition, growing income and household
wealth are likely to offset any increases in interest rates and inflation.”

Trends in innovation and enhanced value to consumers will also
help deepen and broaden the upward momentum and fuel optimism
for a robust 2017.

INDU S T 350

2017

June 4 - &8 RVIA Committee Week
Washington, DC
Oct. 6 = 15 California RV Show
Pomona, CA
Nov. 27 - 30 National RV Trade Show

Louisville, KY
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